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Franklin County native
Kasey Hill, who has been
writing poetry, fiction, and
nonfiction for years, has
released two sepa-
rate books of poet-
ry, one that brings
attention to sea-
sonal affective dis-
order, and another
one towhich teens
can relate.

Hill , now a
resident of Sandy
Level, wrote “In
the Shadows ofmy
Heart: Winter’s
DarkestHour,” this
past winter and
released it on June 7.

According to the book
description that Hill wrote
on Amazon.com, “This is
mypersonal reflectionof the

seasonaldebilitation.Within
the pages you will find the
darkness that lies within the
mind and heart revolving
around spiritual seclusion,
death and loss, grief and
heart-wrenching romance
issues.”

By writing the book, Hill
said she wants to
help others who
suffer the depres-
sion that comes
during winter
months. “My hope
for the success of
this book isn’t a
material gain, but a
gain in the loves of
the readers as they
see how this dis-
order can be over-
come,” she said.

The second
book, a compilation of
poetry turned song lyrics,
“Dreams of a Broken Soul:
Life Through a Teenager’s
Eyes,” released on June 11,

was writtenwhenHill was a
highschoolstudent, shesaid.

“One song is currently
demoed through Nashville,
but has yet to receive a pull
from the list,” she added. “I
wrote my problems out in
school. Whether it was a
song,apoemorashort story,
writing has always been my
expressionof inner thoughts
and feelings. I hope one day
it will help themasses like it
helpedme.”

For more information,
visit www.kaseyhillauthor.
wordpress.com.
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With six months before the lake’s
50th anniversary, the time is now to
make plans. Seldomdoes a community
experiencetheeffectsofasinglechange
that can impact everyone’s business. In
2016, the 50th anniversary and related
publicitycouldhavethateffectbydraw-
ing national attention to this region.

I amwriting to solicit your involve-
ment in planning this celebration. It is
myobjective tomakecertain thatevery
businesshasachance to takeadvantage
of this celebrationby staying informed.

Wewillholdameetingtobrainstorm
as to how this community might take
advantage of this coming change.

It might be as simple as staying
informed of plans and developments,

but for other businesses it might be
influencing planning and decision-
making. I want to make certain that
every business has an equal chance to
be involved.

OnJune24,youareinvitedtoabrain-
stormingmeetingat 3 p.m.at theFrank-
lin County YMCA (behind Jonathans).
Comeprepared tooffer ideas as to how
your business could take advantage of
this celebration.

I am pleased that the SMLRegional
Chamber of Commerce asked me to
facilitate thiseffort.PleaseRSVPat721-
1203. I look forward tomeeting you.

JIMCURRIE
CEO, FRANKLINCOUNTYYMCA

TO THE EDITORletters

Wewant your opinions
Wewelcome letters on public issues. Please provide your full name,

address and day phone number. This includes emailed letters.

Letters should not exceed 200 words and are subject to editing.

Writers are limited to one published letter or commentary in any

30-day period.

Send your letters to Laker Weekly, 272 Westlake Road, Suite 1,

Hardy, VA 24101, or email news@lakerweekly.com.

Businesses invited to help plan lake’s
50th anniversary
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The annual PlyGem
presents Lyrics on the Lake
kicked off on June 18 with
Marie Anderson ofMoneta
being crowned winner of
the open mic competition
at Hot Shots.

“All themusicians in the
competitionwere amazing,

and I’m still in awe that I
won,” Anderson wrote on
her Facebook page. “Nash-
ville here I come!”

Nine venues across Bed-
ford and Franklin counties
hosted two dozen singers
and songwriters to benefit
St. Jude Children’s Hospi-
tal.

This is the third year
for the event, which, last
year, raised $20,000 for St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospital,

according to event founder
Ronnie Hess.

In celebration of the
lake’s 50th anniversary in
2016, Hess said he’s shoot-
ing for hosting 50 songwrit-
ers and raising $50,000 for
St. Jude’s.

“We feel like we’re
geared up and ready for
next year,” he said.

For more information
about the event, visit www.
lyricsonthelake.com.

Moneta resident with top chops
at open mic wins trip to Nashville

KAREN DILLON | Laker Weekly

Matt Ferranti, Bill DiLuigi and Niki Lynne perform a set at Hot Shots on June 19 as part of

PlyGem presents Lyrics on the Lake.
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Introducing Family Nurse Practitioner,

TARA WICKLINE, FNP
We are pleased to welcome Tara Wickline, FNP to the practice of LewisGale

Physicians at our Westlake practice.

As a family nurse practitioner, Tara delivers comprehensive family medicine care.

She provides primary care to patients of all ages including, but not limited to, well

woman visits, wellness exams and treatment for minor injuries and illnesses. Tara

has twelve years of emergency room experience, during which time she also

worked as a forensic nurse examiner to children and adults.

Tara has lived at Smith Mountain Lake for the past seven years. She enjoys

spending time on the water boating, skiing and entertaining family and friends. She

loves vacationing and experiencing new cultures.

Other services offered at our Westlake location include cardiology, rheumatology,

and vascular care.

TARA WICKLINE, FNP IS NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS. TO MAKE AN

APPOINTMENT CALL 540-719-0424.

On June 18, the Virginia Board of His-
toric Markers gave final approval to the
placement of three historic markers at
Smith Mountain Lake. The markers,
whichwill be placed in Bedford, Franklin
and Pittsylvania counties, recognize the
historical significance of SmithMountain
Lake to southwest Virginia.

As part of the lake’s 50th anniversary,
the SmithMountainLakeRegionalCham-
ber ofCommerce conducted the research,
prepared themarker applications andpro-
posed sites for installation of the signs in
the three counties. Eachof the three coun-
ties sponsored its own marker. Addition-

ally, six lake-area state legislators signed
a letter of support.

The next step in the process will be
forVDOT to review and approve the pro-
posed marker locations, which are along
Virginia 122 between Bridgewater Plaza
and Hales Ford Bridge, on Virginia 608
near SML State Park, and near the picnic
area at the Smith Mountain Dam in Pitt-
sylvania County.

A dedication ceremony is being
planned forMarch 7, 2016, the lake’s anni-
versary date.

—Submitted by Barb Nocera

Board gives nod to 3 historical SML markers

Franklin Co. native pens books to help others

Kasey Hill has

recently written

and released two

books of poetry.

OnJune11,NormWalker (left), com-
mander of American Legion Post 62,
and Jim Dodd presented Rosey Clark,
manager of the Moneta/SML Library
witha letter andcertificateofapprecia-
tionforhersupportduringtheplanning,

installationanddedicationof theVeter-
ans Memorial at the library. Clark was
also given a plaque and cap awarding
heranhonorarymembership inPost62.

—Submitted by JimDodd

Veterans thank library manager
for help with memorial

—

at Smith Mountain Lake YMCA

293 Firstwatch Dr.
Moneta, VA 24121

Kaydee Wertz

Date
Friday, June 26, 2015

Time

6:30pm—8:30pm

Cost
$45

www.franklincountyymca.org
(540)721-9622


